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17th Annual City-Wide Open Studios: Transported/Illuminated 
 
For the 17th Annual City-Wide Open Studios (CWOS) festival, Artspace is excited unveil a new 
curatorial initiative to support the realization of eighteen large-scale site-responsive works in 
the historic Goffe Street Armory, a massive vacant building that is the site of this year’s 
Alternative Space, October 10-12. These commissions were selected through an Open Call 
by CWOS Curator Sarah Fritchey, designed to give artists, architects and performers the 
opportunity to create unconventional work that responds to the history of the Armory and 
also transcends the scope and capacity of more traditional exhibition settings. The 
commissions are made possible with the help of an NEA Our Town Grant and the Andy 
Warhol Foundation. 
 
This three-day activation hopes to illuminate the building as the potential site for a visual 
and performing arts center that could be open year-round to serve and connect New 
Haven’s artist communities, institutions, student populations and visitors. The project 
models itself after the Park Avenue Armory in New York City, which launched a similar  
initiative in 2007 that has since drawn record crowds and international acclaim. The Armory 
was built in the Dixwell neighborhood of New Haven in 1929 and has served as multiple 
purposes over the years, as a military facility, social club, expo center and basketball 
stadium. It has been vacant since the National Guard departed in 2007. 
 
Three ceiling-hung installations will take advantage of the drill hall’s inspiring 65+ foot 
ceilings. Recent New Orleans transplants John Kleinschmidt and Andrew Sternad of Shallow 



 

Studio will present a particle board canopy, accompanied by a motion-activated recording of 
the work’s making, an homage to Robert Morris’s seminal Box. Mahdi Alibakhshian of 
QASTIC Lab will install Floatastic, a 23 x 23 foot kinetic balloon in the dead center of the 
space, positioning it to function as the main stage’s proscenium arch and backdrop. Jo 
Yarrington will create a day-to-night installation of glass, mirror and water rondels that 
projects natural sunlight down the East side of the Armory during the day, and casts a 
dramatic ray of artificial light onto the center stage at night. Several works will respond to 
the Armory’s domestic quarters, including Jeanne Criscola and Joan Fitzsimmon’s operating 
kitchen of shared family recipes, presented in the Kitchen, and Regan Avery’s recordings of 
young boys fantasizing about war, presented in the space that housed lockers of the Second 
Company Governor's Foot Guard of Connecticut. The other commissioned artists and 
collectives are: Monique Atherton, David Borawski, Leah Caroline, Megan Czekaj and Mark 
Geist, Michael Robinson Cohen, the Elm City Dance Collective, Dooley-O, Michael Galvin and 
Kyle Skar, Willie Hoffman, Allison Hornak, Aude Jomini, Scott Schuldt, Lisa Seidenberg, and 
Jonathan Sun.  
 
A kick off evening on Friday October 10 will feature a keynote address by Tom Eccles on  
the vital roles that such spaces can play in communities. Eccles served as advisor to the 
Park Avenue Armory and is currently Director of the Bard Center for Curatorial Studios. 
Tickets for the keynote may be purchased here.  
 
Each year, Artspace identifies an abandoned or underutilized building in New Haven in need  
of renovation to serve as a temporary exhibition space for over 150 regional artists who wish 
to participate in the festival, but who live and work outside of the major concentrations of 
studios. After its dramatic clean up and rehabilitation for CWOS 2013, the historic Goffe 
Street Armory will host the Alternative Weekend for a second year in a row. Artspace will 
open several new spaces, including the East Wing on the first floor, the tiered attic space on 
the fifth floor, the front and side lawns and the reception and ticket window area in the main 
entrance. The full City-Wide Open Studios festival runs October 2-26, and will feature 300+ 
artists over four weekends. Details about guided tours, locations, and events can be found 
here. CWOS is a program of Artspace, a contemporary art non-profit whose mission is to 
catalyze artistic activities; connect contemporary artists, audiences, and resources; and to 
enrich art experiences and activate art spaces. 
 
Artspace is open Wednesdays & Thursday from 12-6pm, Fridays & Saturdays from 12-8pm.  
The gallery is free and open to the public.   
 
Artspace is very grateful to receive exhibition and operating support from the Andy Warhol 
Foundation for the Visual Arts, the City of New Haven Office of Economic Development, the 
Connecticut Office of the Arts, the Greater New Haven Community Foundation, the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Mabel Burchard 
Fisher Grant Foundation, the Grace Jones Richardson Charitable Trust, First Niagara Bank, 
and New Alliance Foundations, Yale University, Hull’s Art Supply & Framing, local businesses 
and individual Friends of Artspace. 
 


