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11 New Artists included in the Flatfile at Artspace 
 
Artspace is pleased to announce the acceptance of 11 new artists into the 
Flatfile, Artspace’s collection of works on paper: Cat Balco, John Benicewicz , 
Joy Bush, Dana Cohn, Tony Donovan, Susan Higgins, Beth Lovell, Mary McCarthy, 
Dato Mio, Alan Neider, and Margaret Roleke. These artists represent a variety of 
two-dimensional media, from painting and printmaking to photography and 
mixed media. Each artist has contributed between 4 and 7 pieces to the 
collection. 
  
Cat Balco’s Flatfile work consists of small abstract paintings that evoke 
multicolored textiles through use of pattern, form, and rhythm. John Benicewicz’s 
paintings are imbued with themes of queer sexuality, childhood memories and 
adult experiences, with each piece showing a sense of transition and change. 
Joy Bush’s photography series, Abesse, (Latin for absent, away, wanting) depicts 
locations with visual clues of human presence, places that seem to have 
recently held people but have a feeling of absence or discomfort. Dana Cohn’s 
work in the Flatfile consists of prints, both reliefs and etchings, that incorporate 
animal, plant, and religious references into fantastical compositions. Tony 
Donovan’s Flatfile entry is a combination of photographs from 3 series on subjects 
ranging from upheaval in Northern Ireland and an annual Middletown basketball 
event to Marty Brennan, a local blues musician. Susan Higgins’ Flatfile 
photographs are pulled from three ongoing series that focus on the American 
cultural landscape and the memories, inherent beauty, and evolving cultural 
forms contained within it. Beth Lovell is represented by a selection of small 
watercolor and ink illustrations of visually intriguing moments lifted from daily life. 
Mary McCarthy draws photorealistic portraits and eccentrically composed still-
lifes infused with allegorical elements. Dato Mio has photographs from two series 
in the Flatfile: “Manufacturing a New Value System for Harlem” addresses 
gentrification and American values, while “Una Vida Secreta” focuses on the 
unknowns in our daily environments. Alan Neider’s work references status, wealth, 
and fashion-based iconography in mixed-media pieces stitched together using 
a sewing machine. Margaret Roleke is represented by a series of monoprints 
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made from the forms of toy gun pieces and stickers. Her pieces investigate 
gender-directed toys, the playing of war, and war itself. 
  
The Flatfile was founded by artists for artists as a method of increasing exposure 
of their work. It has grown to contain works on paper by about 120 artists. 
Artspace often invites guest curators to organize shows from the Flatfile’s 
collection. You can view the works in the Flatfile by visiting our website, 
artspacenh.org/collection.asp, or in person by asking for assistance during 
gallery hours. Artspace is open Wednesdays & Thursday from 12-6pm, Fridays & 
Saturdays from 12-8pm.  The gallery is free and open to the public.  
 
All works in the Flatfile are available for purchase- they are an affordable 
opportunity to own an original piece of art. Purchases benefit the artists and 
support the mission of Artspace. Gift cards to the Flatfile are available.  
 
Artspace is New Haven’s leading independent contemporary art space, with a 
mission to catalyze artistic activities; connect contemporary artists, audiences, 
and resources; and to enrich art experiences and activate art spaces. 
Artspace’s programs are designed to foster appreciation for the vital role that 
visual artists play in improving our community. Recently voted Best Gallery by the 
New Haven Advocate, Artspace presents a rotating schedule of exhibitions at its 
Ninth Square headquarters and its outdoor site on Chapel Street and it also 
organizes the annual City-Wide Open Studios festival, one of the largest 
convenings of artists in their studios on the east coast.  
 
The Flatfile is supported by a grant from: 

 
 
 
Artspace is very grateful to receive exhibition and operating support from the Andy Warhol 
Foundation for the Visual Arts, the City of New Haven Office of Economic Development, the 
Connecticut Office of the Arts, the Greater New Haven Community Foundation, the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services, the National Endowment for the Arts, First Niagara Foundation, New 
Alliance Foundation, Yale University, local businesses and individual Friends of Artspace.  
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